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Water Access Rwanda is a
local, women-1led social
enterprise that is
committed to eradicating
water scarcity by
providing approprate
technologies for durable
and affordable access
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o This project aims to pilot a franchise model for irrigation-as-a-service to
support small rural farmers living uphill or far from surface water sources.
The project will create 12 franchises to manage a solar-powered irrigation
solution tailored to the geography of Rwanda, where traditional irrigation
is difficult. The pumps will bring water from the valley to a hilltop storage
area, where it will be distributed by gravity to small groups of farmers. The
EUR 207 og estimated irrigation area is 60 ha daily and the irrigation kits use prepaid
EEP Africa Financing meters to provide flexible sales based onthe volume of water used by each
EUR 204 501 farmer. EEP Africa financing will cover the upfront capex costs needed to

Type test this business model at scale.
Pilot project
Stand-alone

Total Project Budget

Project Code
RWA16941

Technology
Solar PV

Location
Rwanda

Outcome and Impact

The project will improve productivity by increasing yields for at least 150
farmers and provide regular income for 12 franchise owners, of which a
majority will be women entrepreneurs. The technology will improve food
security and climate resilience, while reducing an estimated 416 tCOze
emissions by replacing diesel pumps. The irrigation Kits can also include
filters for clean drinking water.

EEP Africais a financingifacility for early-stage clean energy projects in Southern and East Africa. It is hosted and
managed by the Nordic Development Fund (NDF) with funding from Austria, Finland and NDF.



