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The Energy and Environment Partnership covering
Southern and East Africa (EEP Africa) is a multi-donor
fund providing early stage grant and catalytic financing
to innovative clean energy projects, technologies and
business models.

This material has been funded by the Governments of Finland,
the UK, and Austria. The views expressed do not necessarily
reflect the donor governments' official policies.

Since 2010, EEP Africa has been at the forefront of efforts
to fast track clean energy access and sustainable and
inclusive green growth, channelling more than EUR 57
million to 200+ pioneering projects with positive impacts
on lives and livelihoods.
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In January 2018, EEP Africa transitioned into a multidonor trust fund managed by the Nordic Development
Fund (NDF). This new chapter combines the strong EEP
Africa brand and proven results-based delivery channel
with a dynamic evolution of the facility, bringing on board
new financing instruments, strengthened focus on the
2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and closer
engagement with the downstream investor community.

Published by EEP Africa

Style Guide

6

Since 2010, EEP Africa has received funding support from
Austria, Finland, NDF and the United Kingdom.
Horizontal model
bilingual

Ulkoministeriö
Utrikesministeriet

Results presented in this report were financed by:
Horizontal model
trilingual

Ulkoministeriö
Utrikesministeriet
Ministry for Foreign
Affairs of Finland

Copyright © EEP Africa 2018

Subscribe to receive e-mail alerts or EEP Africa news, events
and publications. To do so visit our website at eepafrica.org.

EEP Coordination Office address:
Cnr The Hillside st and Klarinet rd
Lynnwood, Pretoria, 0081, South Africa
eepafrica.org
info@eepafrica.org

2

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

3

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
EEP’s Outcomes and Outputs contributed to
the Programme Impact of “greater access to sustainable energy services achieved through fast
tracking RE projects supported by technological
learning, donor coordination and private sector investment.” EEP enabled access to renewable energy for approximately 5 million people in the Southern and East Africa regions, which represents 1.8%
of the regional population of 278 million.

EEP completed eight Call for Proposals Lesotho
(CfPs)
in Phase II and a total of 13 CfPs by December
Botswana
2017. EEP received 817 project applications in
Namibia
Phase II, an average of 102 per CfP. Kenya (22.8%),
Mozambique
South Africa (20.0%) and Tanzania (12.9%)
dominated applications. The private sector (80.0%)
Uganda
provided most EEP applications, followed by
Zambia
NGOs (12.7 %) and NPOs (2.7 %).
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Figure 1: EEP funding and project
budget by country
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A gender in-depth study of the role of women
and girls in RE and EE projects was undertaken
Seychelles
in 2017. The study shared lessons learned from
Swaziland
gender-related
activities within EEP projects,
and provided
recommendations to project deLesotho
velopers on how they can maximise the benefits
Botswana
to their business and the development impact
Namibia
from a gender-differentiated
approach. The report highlighted
Mozambiquethe particular success of women in the sales and distribution of solar products
Uganda
and cook stoves.
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More than
invested in

EEP funded 69 Solar PV grantees, followed by
bio-mass with 35 grantees and bio-gas with 31
grantees.

A total of 167 projects out of 225 approved for funding contributed to cumulative
EEP end of programme (EOP) results at 31st
December 2017. The Programme achieved all six
Outcome indicator targets and 17 out ofSeychelles
22 end
of programme (EOP) Output indicator targets.
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Contracted grants totalled 57.43 million euro
for 225 projects. EEP contracted funding was
concentrated on private businesses (42.6 million
euro to 68.4% of projects), followed by NGOs (6.9
million euro to 12.9% of projects) and CSOs (3.4
million euro to 7.6% of projects).
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EEP projects generated

policy, technology, investor
and business-to-business
forums

50,000

people accessed EEP information
through EEP’s knowledge
management tools annually

241,500 MWh
of energy per year

EEP
published

13

technical briefings and case
studies on RE and EE topics
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1. PROGRAMME
PORTFOLIO OVERVIEW

80
70

69

60

EEP received 817 applications in Phase II (CfPs 6 to 13),
an average of 102 per CfP. Kenya (22.8%), South Africa
(20.0%) and Tanzania (12.9%) dominated applications,
although there was a good spread of applications
regionally, including smaller economies Botswana,
Lesotho, Seychelles and Swaziland.
Average grant size was 255,251 euro contributing to an average project budget of 763,220
euro. Disbursed grants totalled 44.06 million
euro, a grant disbursement rate of 77%.

Solar PV projects have received the most
significant part of EEP funding (42 %). Funding
to solid biomass (17%), biogas (11 %) and cook
stoves (11 %) compose altogether 40 % of the
EEP funding.

50
40

35

31

30
16

20

15
10

10

9

10

7

3

3

0

Figure 3: EEP project portfolio by sector

EEP has produced a more or less equal distribution of demonstration (27%), pilot (25%), scaleup (24%) and feasibility projects (23%).
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Figure 2: EEP projects by country population size
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2. PROGRESS
ON RESULTS
" EEP contributed to
inclusive green economic
growth contributed
to through increased
access to sustainable
energy services,
significant scale up of
proven energy services,
increase in installed
capacity, reduction in
energy expenditure and
mitigation of climate
change achieved primarily
through support to
small and medium size
organisations."
Results-based evidence of EEP’s contribution to Impact can be seen in improved access
to renewable energy and energy efficiency products and services achieved for 966,631 regional households (approximately 5 million people),
which represents 1.8% of the Southern and East
African population of 278 million.
Achievements at 31st December 2017 were
of a potential cumulative 1,276,081 tCO2 emission reductions achieved over the lifetime of
the installed technology and/or project. Annual
CO2 emission reductions amounted to 489,554

TWO EXAMPLES OF CO2 EMISSION
REDUCTIONS:
•

“Briketi Energy Saving Solutions”
a waste-to-energy scale-up project by Green Bio Energy Ltd
makes and sells energy efficient
cook stoves and environmentally
friendly charcoal briquettes - with
490,200 euro of EEP funding Green
Bio Energy generated 184,939 tCO2
potential
emission
reductions.

•

“BURN Manufacturing: Local Modern Manufacturing of Clean Burning Cook Stoves in East Africa” a
cook stoves scale-up project with
800,000 euro of EEP funding, generated 148,103 tCO2 potential emission reductions from sales of cook
stoves.

tonnes against a target of 113,366 tonnes.
Emission reductions over 20,000 tonnes were
achieved by seven EEP projects:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Green Bio Energy Ltd, 93 tCO2 ;
Burn Manufacturing, 74 tCO2 ;
Eco-Fuel Africa, 39 tCO2 ;
Uganda Stove Manufacturers
36 tCO2 ;
BioLite Inc, 27 tCO2 ;
d.Light Solar PV, 26 tCO2 ;
GCS Tanzania Limited, 24 tCO2.

Limited,

viii
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Improved access to off-grid clean energy attributable to EEP projects benefited 966,631 urban and rural households (rural was 53% of the
total). The seven largest projects accessing a total of 753,010 households (78%) were:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

d.Light – sales of solar lanterns to 283,087
households;
Burn Manufacturing – sales of efficient cook
stoves to 122,958 households;
Sollatek Electronics Kenya Ltd – sales of Solar PV household systems to 103,366 Kenya
households;
Nuru Energy East Africa – sales of solar PV
systems to 93,104 households in Rwanda;
Green Bio Energy Ltd – sales of cook stoves
and briquets to 76,207 households;
NewLight Africa Limited – sales of multi-energy solutions to 41,231 households in Kenya;
GCS Tanzania Limited – sales of solar PV
household systems and cookstoves to 33,057
households.

Women were the primary
beneficiaries of time-cost
savings and self-employment income.
EEP projects created 8,025 jobs for men,
women and youth by 31st December 2017. Jobs
for youth totalled 2, 599 and 2,954 for women.
Women were the primary beneficiaries of
time-cost savings and self-employment income and received 43% of waged income from
permanent jobs.
47% of projects had a high probability of
scale-up or replication. 41% of projects received additional private sector investment
whith a total private sector finance of 116.92
million euro that was raised by 167 com-

Employer

Country

Women

Men

Youth

Total Jobs

Nuru Energy East Africa

Rwanda

152

0

355

507

d.Light

Kenya

204

0

237

441

LivelyHoods Kenya

Kenya

216

18

137

371

Ensol Ltd

Tanzania

190

150

2

342

iSmart

Kenya

118

0

115

233

Lean Energy Solutions

Kenya

130

70

0

200

World Vision Rwanda

Rwanda

28

70

42

140

Burn Manufacturing

East Africa
Region

64

15

45

124

Green Bio Energy

Uganda

72

24

24

120

Devergy East Africa

Tanzania

31

8

67

106

Table 1: Largest employers by gender/age group jobs breakdown

" 68% of the completed
Phase II projects reported
increased potential to
reach commercial viability
as a result of EEP Business
Development Support. "
pleted projects, an average of 700,000 euro
per project.
EEP projects produced an excellent set of
results at 31st December 2017 recording new
electricity generating installation of 3.52 MW.
The newly installed electricity capacity derives
mainly from solar home systems (SHS) and solar
PV mini-grids. The total potential installed capacity reached 457 MW by end of 2017.
68% of the completed Phase II projects
(against a target of 45%) reported increased potential to reach commercial viability as a result
of EEP Business Development Support and 44%
of projects finalised on time.
During Phase II, two EEP Investor Forums
were organised: in Johannesburg, South Africa
(December 2016); and Nairobi, Kenya (May 2017).
In total, 42 Project Developers and 25 investors
(from impact investors to development financing
institutions and commercial investors) attended
the Investor Forums. The two events led to some
200 formal matchmaking meetings. The events
exceeded the initial expectations in terms of
number of meetings, interest and number of participants from investors and Project Developers
and demand for the event.
Project videos were introduced as a new BDS
service to Project Developers in 2017. The aim
is to support Project Developers by producing
high-quality videos of successful EEP supported projects. As an example the video of Project
Developer ‘Green Bio Energy’ from Uganda was
viewed by 6,400 Facebook users.

EEP INVESTOR FORUM
The Projects Developers and Investors
recognise the significance and potential
of the EEP Investor Forum as a matchmaking initiative. For Project Developers the value lies in meeting investors
they might not gain access to otherwise;
and for investors the value lies in efficiently meeting and discussing face-toface with potential projects in addition
to the matchmaking facilitated by ECO.
The ECO team also supported Project
Developers before the event to develop
their pitch and presentation for investors and to explain clearly their project
plans and funding needs.
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CO 2 REDUCTIONS BY SECTOR
Others

EEP Outcome and Output
results achieved by 31st
December of 2017:

4%
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Biogas
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(Households: 900,000+ / Total CO2 reductions:
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generated / 8000 jobs)
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NEWLY INSTALLED ELECTRICITY GENERATION
BY COUNTRY
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Others
Uganda
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Zambia
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16%

Rwanda

Kenya
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Four innovative business models (IBMs) reports were published in 2017 as part of a publication series within the EEP portfolio. The main
purpose of the publication is to support EEP
funded projects in their implementation and development phases and to demonstrate innovative models with potential to be scaled up and
replicated both within the region and the sector.
For example, EEP Project Developer Nuru Energy was able to reach over 90,000 households
through their innovative business model that had
been scaled-up. The IBMs aim to attract interest
from potential investors in addition to its information dissemination purposes. The IBMs are designed as booklets that are easy to print and distribute at events and are also published on the
EEP website.

In total 16 Project Developers were supported
with a thorough post-EEP next step funding plan
which included also the design of infographics
that focus on providing a concise, well-illustrated and clear presentation on the background,
achievements and future prospects of the supported project and the Project Developer.
In Phase II, a total of 10 organisational capacity assessments were conducted resulting in
recommendations on how to further develop the
organisation.
During 2017 EEP was a very active regional
player in the renewable energy and energy efficiency arena. In particular, the increasing popularity of the Knowledge Exchange Forums with the

Cook stoves

6%

30%

South Africa

Mozambique

11%

4%

Solar PV
Tanzania

Multi-energy
solutions

64%

4%

30%

MINI-GRID HOUSEHOLDS WITH IMPROVED ACCESS
TO ENERGY BY COUNTRY
JOBS CREATED BY PROJECT TYPE
Uganda
9%

Mozambique
3%

Demonstration
30%

Rwanda
22%

Scale up
55%

Tanzania
66%

Pilot
15%

Figure 5: Innovative Business Model "The Proof Is In The Cooking" by Project Developer Inyenyeri
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EEP established the EEP
Project of the Year award
during Phase II to annually
award an exceptionally
successful EEP project.

growing number of attendees indicates that EEP
is an important partner in the region. Next to this,
the number of invitations received to speak at external events indicated widespread knowledge of
the programme.
The Regional Economic Communities in
Southern and East Africa sees EEP as one of the
main RE and EE programmes in the region.
In 2017 EEP published two in-depth studies
and a number of associated technical and policy
briefs that documented evidence and knowledge
generated by the programme.
A number of EEP funded projects influenced national policies with the support
of EEP:
•

For the Rubagabaga Run of River Hydropower Project, the EEP Project Developer
East African Power signed one of the first
Power Purchase Agreements and Concession Agreements in Rwanda. After two
years of discussions with the Government
of Rwanda, East Africa Power succeeded
in influencing the regulatory framework
for micro hydropower projects in Rwanda.

•

Project Developer Inyenyeri succeeded after
several years of collaborative discussions with
the Government of Rwanda in influencing
policy processes to take an important step
in developing a modern bio-mass energy sector by exempting gasification energy equipment in Rwanda from Value Added Tax (VAT).

•

The Government of Kenya exempted clean
cookstoves from VAT. The VAT exemption
came in addition to a recent EAC duty reduction on clean cookstoves, which went from
25% to 10%, which was initiated by EEP beneficiary BioLite.

Figure 6: VITALITE infographic

Since 2014, four Project
Developers were awarded with
the EEP Project of the Year title:

1

3

2016
iSmart
Demonstrating
Potential in Kenya’s
Peri-Urban and Rural
Areas.

2014
Devergy

4

Prepaid Electricity
Micro-Grids for Rural
Villages in Tanzania.

2015
Eco-Fuel Africa
Sustainable Clean
Cooking Fuel and Jobs
for people in Uganda.

2

2017
Green Bio Energy
Develops and distributes
cost-cutting, energy-efficient
and environmentally friendly
products in Uganda.
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In 2017 EEP has been working with new partnership organisations that support the EEP portfolio in follow-on financing and in knowledge
sharing and policy development mandate: The
Climate Innovation Centres, African Guarantee
Fund (AGF), Uganda Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Alliance (UNREEEA) and Solar Plaza.
Twelve quality tools have been developed and
utilised to disseminate and share information.
The twelve quality tools in use are the EEP website (www.eepafrica.org), the EEP Newsletter, the
Notice Board, Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Flickr,
Google Map, Irena Sustainable Energy Marketplace, the Knowledge Exchange Forum, the Investor Forum and YouTube. The EEP videos is a
new BDS service for the project started in 2017
and the four EEP videos published during 2017 on
Facebook have been already viewed 19,000 times.
Since the launch of the EEP Facebook channel in mid-2016 the number of EEP followers
has increased significantly in each quarter and
reached 11,931 by the end of 2017. The EEP com-

Twelve quality
tools have been
developed
and utilised to
disseminate and
share information.
munication tool with most significant outreach
has through Phase II been the EEP website (www.
eepafrica.org). The EEP Twitter account launched
in 2016 has been actively used to communicate
with sector stakeholders and to share information, and the EEP Newsletter has been an effective tool to disseminate information on the EEP
Programme to a targeted audience.
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Figure 7: EEP Facebook Followers
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